PETER D. FOX
WNA Executive Director
Peter.Fox@WNAnews.com

WISCONSIN NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

-.world’s oldest press associalion, established 1853

President
TOM SCHULIZ
Watertewn Daily Times

15t Viee President
ANDREW JOHNSON
Campbeilsport News

2nd Vice President
PIETER GRAASKAMP
Leader-Telegram,

Eau Claire

3rd Vice President
STEVE DZUBAY
River Fails Jorrnai

Secretary

CHRIS HARDIE
River Valley
Mewspaper Group,
West Salem

Treasurer
KEVIN CORRADO
Green Bay Press-Gazette

Immediare Past President
KEN DISCHLER
The Park Fals Herald

MIKE BECK
Wausas Daily Herald

KENT EYMANN
Beloit Daily News

BELL JOHNSTON
Wisconsin State Journal,
Madison

CARCL O'LEARY
The Tribune Phongraph,
Abbotsford

KEVIN PASSON
Oconotnowoc Enterprise

JUDY SHENGLER
Unified Newspaper Group,
Veroma

GEORGE STANLEY
Mitwankee Jorrnal Sentinel

BRIAN THOMSEM
Vaiders Jourtal

WNA Executive Director
PETER D. FOX

February 17, 2010

Rep. Louis Molepske Jr.

Chair, Assembly Committee on Jobs, the Economy and Small Business
214 North, State Capitol

PO Box 8953

Madison, Wi 53708-8953

Dear Chairman Molepske:

The members of the Wisconsin Newspaper Association (WNA) appreciate the opportunity to
comment on 2009 Assembly Bill 707 regarding self-service storage facilities and procedures.
While WNA supports the rationale behind the bill, we believe that new language entered into
Section 9 is imprecise and would result in significant public confusion. Our recommendation is
that this language be removed in its entirety.

Under current law, an advertisement of the sale of abandoned property must be published as a
Class 2 notice — that is, one insertion over two consecutive weeks — in a newspaper of general
circulation. The new ianguage reduces that public notice to only one week. It also ambiguously
atlows some sort of posting in two undetermined public locations with no reference as to
appropriateness of site or requirement for public awareness. In short, the language is a recipe for
rampant uncertainly. Should the postings appear at a gasoline station, grocery store, laundromat,
neighborhood tavern or the front office of the storage-facility in question?

The proposed new language also provides some undetermined Internet site as an allowable
“public place™ for a public posting. Would that posting be on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn,
Yahoo, Google or on one of the other countless sites that exist on the World Wide Web? The
proposed new language and intent of this provision are so vague as to be meaningless. SECTION
9 of AB 707 (page 4, lines 22-25 and page 5, lines 1-2) should be removed in its entirety.

Sincerely,

Az,

Peter D. Fox
Executive Director

WWW.WHANEWS.CON

MADISON, WI 53725-9837

P.O. BOX 259837 (608) 283-7620




Peter W.

Majority Caucus Chairman

Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Audit

Committee on Financial Institutions

Chair, Partnership for a Stronger Economy
Committee on Jobs, the Economy & Small Business

February 17, 2010
Assembly Committee on Jobs, the Economy and Small Business
Assembly Bill 707

Representative Peter Barca

Chairman Molepske and members of the Assembly Committee on Jobs, the Economy and
Small Business, thank you for holding a public hearing on Assembly Bill 707, which will
modernize the state’s lien laws for self storage facilities.

Self storage ot self-service storage facilities offer an opportunity for individuals to safely
house and protect their belongings when they need a location to store them. In addition to
those who simply have a need to store excess items, people frequently rent units when they
are moving into a new home, getting mattied or around other life events, The self storage
opetators themselves ate often local small business owners.

I had authored legislation to establish a lien law for self storage owners in my previous
tenure in the legislature. That law established a method for facility owners to sell abandoned
property from individuals who had stopped paying the rent on their self storage unit. Over
time other issues have come to light and now it is time to modify this law to address these
concerns so that our laws work better for the self storage owners and their customers. This
proposal makes a series of changes intended to update the law and to allow for further
options for the business to contact the renters.

Under this bill, if a rental agteement contains a limit on the value of the property that may be
stored in the renter’s storage unit, the limit can be assumed to be the maximum value of the

- property stored in that space. The owner must make this clear to the renter in the
agreement at the time the rental agreement is signed.

If the fair market value of the property in the abandoned unit is under $100, the owner may
donate the property to charity or dispose of the property. Often times the property that is
left behind are broken couches or other junk itemns that would be difficult to sell at a lien law
sale. This 1s based on a similar law in the state of Washington which sets a $300 limit on the
value of the property.

Current law requires that owners must advertise a lien law sale of property once a week for
two consecutive weeks by publication in a newspaper of general circulation. This bill allows
for the owner to publish once in a newspaper of general circulation and in two public places.
‘The mternet may be used as one of these public places.

When noticing such a sale, current law requires that the notice list the unit number where the
property is being held. This bill removes this requirement. Because notices often list itemns

State Capitol, P.O. Box 8952, Madisor, WI 53708 e (608) 266-3504 e Toll-Free: (888) 534-0064
64th Assembly District ® rep.barca@legis.wi.gov




that are located within the unit, such as televisions ot othet equipment, this provision is
intended to prevent break-ins at storage facilities.

When sending notices to a renter that has failed to pay their rental fees, curtent law requires
the second notice to be sent via certified mail. "This bill allows for the option to the send
second hotice to be sent either via certified mail or first class mail with a certificate of
mailing,

Under most areas of the law if a person suffers a loss as the result of a violation of a statute
they may sue for the loss incurred, plus costs, and statutoty attorney fees. However, the
current self storage law allows mdividuals to sue for reasonable attorneys fees, which
generally aze higher than statutory attorney fees. 'This bill narrows the attorney fees that an
individual can collect in civil court to statutory attorney fees.

Finally, the bill bolsters the common law definition of a commercially reasonable sale by
offering two methods that would expressly meet the commercially reasonable definition.

Thank you for yout time today and I would appreciate your support when Assembly Bill 707
comes for a vote before this committec.
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BARTH STORAGE SALE SATURDAY JUNE 6, 2009

BIDDING TIP: MAKEALL BIDS IN UNEVEN DOLLAR AMOUNTS WITH CHANGE ON THE
END ( SO WE DON'T GET DUPLICATE BIDS) WELCOME TO OUR SALE AT BARTH
STORAGE 7803 60™ AVE KENOSHA, Wi. THE WAY OUR SALE WORKS: YOU WALK

- AROUND OUR STORAGE FACILITY AND LOOK AT ALl THE STORAGE UNITS UP FOR
SALE. (YOU CAN NOT DIG THRU THE UNITS OR TOUCH THE ITEMS.) PLACE A BID -
ON THE UNIT(S) THAT YOU ARE INTERESTED IN. HAND THE SEALED BID IN BY 9: 30
AM! THE HIGHEST BIDDER WILL BE NOTIFIED AROUND 9:45 AM ON SATURDAY.

" "YOU WILL HAVE THE WEEKEND TO REMOVE ALL THE ITEMS IN THE STORAGE

UNIT. ANY ITEMS LEFT IN THE STORAGE ON MONDAY JUNE 8, 2009 WILL BECOME
THE PROPERTY OF BARTH STORAGE AND YOU WILL BE CHARGED HAULING AND
CLEANING FEES. (AND SENT TO A COLLECTION AGENCY) ALL BIDS ARE FINAL.
BARTH STORAGE HAS THE RIGHT TO SET A MINIMUM BID. THANK YOU FOR
COMING.
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BARTH STORAGE SALE SATURDAY JUNE 6, 2009

BIDDING TIP: MAKE ALL BIDS IN UNEVEN DOLLAR AMOUNTS WITH CHANGE AT THE END. (SO WE DON'T GET
DUPLICATE BIDS) WELCOME TO OUR SALE AT BARTH STORAGE 7803 60™ AVE. KENOSHA, WI. THE WAY OUR
SALE WORKS: YOU WALK AROUND THE STORAGE FACILITY AND LOOK AT THE STORAGE UNITS UP FOR SALE.
(YOU CANNOT TOUCH THE ITEMS) PLACE A BID ON THE UNIT(S) THAT YOU ARE INTERESTED IN. HAND THE
SEALED BIDS IN TO THE OFFICE BY 9:30 AM! THE HIGHEST BIDDER WILL BE NOTIFIED AROUND 9:45 AM ON
SATURDAY. YOU WILL HAVE THE WEEKEND TO REMOVE ALL OF THE ITEMS IN THE STORAGE UNIT. ANY ITEMS
LEFT IN THE STORAGE UNIT ON MONDAY JUNE 6 ,2009 WILL BECOME THE PROPERTY OF BARTH STORAGE AND
YOU WILL BE CHARGED HAULING AND CLEANING FEES. {AND SENT TO A COLLECTION AGENCY) ALL BIDS ARE
FINAL. BARTH STORAGE HAS THE RIGHT TO SET A MINIMUM BID. THANK YOU FOR COMING!

UNIT#334BID S

STUFFEED ANIMALS, TV VACUUM
UNIT #33 BID $

UNIT# 410 BIDS

TALL AND SHORT DRESSER, BED HEADBOARD SET

CABINETS, CLOTHES, GUITAR, CD TAPES
UNIT # 83 BIDS

CONTAINERS BIKE, HEADBOARD
UNIT#463 8ID $

CMALL COMPUTER DESK, TALL LAMP, CABLE BOX
UNIT #118 BID § :

UNIT # 487 BIDS
MICROWAVE, LEATHER COUCH, FISH TANK, RUGS, LAMPS
UNIT# 178BID $

2 OUTDOOR CHAIR, GLASS TABLE, MATTRESS DRESSER
MISC. BOXES '

UNIT#655BID $

UNIT#187BID $

WASHER, DREYER
2 VACUMMS, MICROWAVE, TV TVSTAND, DRESSER

UNIT#330BID $

UNIT #689BID $
WORKOUT BENCH, BAR W/ WEIGHTS '
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE ON OUR MAILING
LIST? UNIT#833BID §
ADDRESS FISHING BOATW/MOTOR
E-MAIL

NAME

- PHONE




From: To: Barth Storage Date: SH5/2000 Time: 12:48:56 PM Page 2 0f 2

TOUIT AVERUE
PO, BOX 120

PHUNE (262) §9/-10RK
00-600-9337 N
KENOSHA, \MSCPNSIN 531410190

OUN-S
. FAX (252) 6575101

NENUDIA INEWD

A DIVISION OF UNITED COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION

The best things about the Kenashe News are the people who read it and the advertisers who make it possibie.

Telepghone:
Description:

147582

Name :
Conpany:

BARTH STORAGE
7803 60TH AVE

KENOSHA, WI 53142

(262) €94-9030
NOTICE OF SALE BARTH

Sales Person:

05/15/09
05/21/09 -
1

739293
DXA

264

80

7.958

z

SPAURA

Other Charges:
Disoamt::
Surcharge:
Cradite

Bill Depthe

$2.00
40,00
$0.00
50.00
7.958

Baid Amount:

Amount Due:

$105.28

- $0.00

$105.28

Publication

St

Stap

Inserts

KN 0S5/2/09°

05/28/08

2

2 Nede

"

W e Agpreciate Your Business! ~

Thank You 1

BARTH STORAGE
7803 - GUTH AVENUE
KENOSHA W 53142
15 HOLDING A SALE

Unit #3458  Herert
Clarsen - 2 Bikes, Boxes,
piclures, wood chair

it #33 Joshua Connolly -

kInit iB:! Pameila Lavender
Pest - Conteivess, bike,

Bigh
nit #527 /528 - Michelle
Mortensen - Dining Room
chars, fale plant, table,
phristmas tree. dresser
Unit #178 Antonio Pealer -

kiryer.
int #334 Justin Wibms -
stuffed animals, tv, vacy-

T

Linit #833 Anioeio Wright -
Marquis 2 seat fishing
hoat.
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